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get a supplemental out and, frankly, a supple-
mental that doesn’t bust the budget. And
we’ll be looking forward to working with the
Senators to explain to them that the supple-
mental ought to focus on emergency meas-
ures, measures that are needed to fight the
war, to button up the homeland. But the sup-
plemental shouldn’t be viewed as an oppor-
tunity to load up—to load it up with special
projects.

In terms of the Middle East, we are send-
ing—we sent Ambassador Burns there yes-
terday; Director Tenet is going—all aimed
at providing the steps necessary to provide
the institutions that will create stability in a
potential Palestinian state. And that’s very
important. That’s very important because it
begins to say that people are responsible. It’s
tangible evidence that what I said in the Rose
Garden is what we mean, that people need
to be responsible for their actions. Mr. Arafat
needs to be responsible, and part of that re-
sponsibility is to reform a security force so
that it will actually keep security in the re-
gion.

The Secretary was telling me that there
was some talk of a new finance minister being
promoted in the Palestinian Authority, a per-
son that has got international standing. That
is a positive development, because one of the
things that worries us is spending any inter-
national aid on an authority that might not
keep good books, that the money might not
actually go to help the Palestinian people but
might end up in somebody’s pocket. And that
concerns us.

So John, to answer your question, we are—
we are making progress on a strategy that
will put the underpinnings of a Palestinian
state in place. And it’s going to take a while;
we recognize that. But we’re going to con-
tinue to work the issue very hard.

Q. Have you seen enough from the parties
to schedule the conference the Secretary
wants to hold or——

The President. Well, the scheduling of a
conference is a matter of making sure that
the—that we find the right place and the
right time to do so, and the Secretary is work-
ing on that.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:17 a.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to President Pervez Musharraf

of Pakistan; William J. Burns, Assistant Secretary
of State for Near Eastern Affairs and former U.S.
Ambassador to Jordan; and Chairman Yasser
Arafat of the Palestinian Authority.

Memorandum on Provision of $25.5
Million To Support a Train and
Equip Program in Georgia

May 30, 2002

Presidential Determination No. 2002–20

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the
Secretary of Defense

Subject: Provision of $25.5 Million to
Support a Train and Equip Program in
Georgia

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
the laws and Constitution of the United
States, including sections 614(a)(2) and
506(a)(1) of the Foreign Assistance Act of
1961, as amended, I hereby determine that
it is vital to the national security interests of
the United States to provide up to $4.5 mil-
lion in fiscal year 1997 and 1998 Foreign
Military Financing Funds for assistance to
Georgia under section 23 of the Arms Export
Control Act without regard to any provision
of law that might otherwise restrict provision
of such funds. I further determine that an
unforeseen emergency exists requiring im-
mediate military assistance for Georgia that
cannot be met under the Arms Control Ex-
port Act or any other law, and hereby direct
the drawdown of defense articles and serv-
ices from the stocks of the Department of
Defense, and military education and training
of the aggregate value of $21 million to meet
that emergency requirement. I hereby au-
thorize the furnishing of this assistance.

The Secretary of State is authorized and
directed to report this determination to the
Congress and to publish it in the Federal
Register.

George W. Bush

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 31.
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Remarks at a Celebration of African
American Music, History, and
Culture
May 31, 2002

The President. Good afternoon, and wel-
come to the people’s house, the White
House. Laura and I are so very pleased that
you all came, and we’re glad to see you. We
had a wonderful time marking Black Music
Month last year, and we had some pretty
strong company—James Brown, Lionel
Hampton, Shirley Caesar, the Four Tops—
and we’ve got some great names with us
today as well. And you’re welcome. And
we’re looking forward to a fine afternoon,
celebrating music loved by all the world and
born right here in America.

I want to thank Laura for escorting me
in today. [Laughter] I appreciate so very
much our Secretary of Education, Mr. Rod
Paige. Thank you for being here, Rod. He
carries a heavy burden, and that is to work
with school districts and folks all around our
country to achieve this noble goal: Every
child educated in America—I mean every
child—and not one child left behind.

Dr. Bobby Jones is with us. I’m honored
to welcome Bobby back. He was here for
the gospel tribute, February 2002, and what
a tribute that was. It was a fantastic evening.

Dr. Jones. We shouted the roof off.
The President. Yes, we did. [Laughter]
I appreciate the members of the Presi-

dential Commission on the African American
Museum of History and Culture; I’ll speak
a little bit about that in a second. Thank you
all for coming.

Afterwards, there’s a reception where the
Robert E. Lee High School Chorale of Mid-
land, Texas, will be singing. And what makes
that interesting and important is that’s the
high school Laura graduated from. [Laugh-
ter] And so did Tommy Franks.

I want to thank all the artists and record
label representatives of the entertainment in-
dustry who are with us today. Thanks for
being here.

Today we’ll be entertained by the famed
Show Choir from the Duke Ellington School
of the Arts. They’re the bearers of one of
America’s oldest and finest musical legacies.
We thank them for sharing their gifts, and

of course, they’re welcome here to the White
House.

We’ve also got some royalty with us, a
woman known as the Queen of Gospel. For
more than six decades—for more than six
decades—I probably wasn’t supposed to say
that—[laughter]—since her first perform-
ance in Chicago’s West Point Baptist Church,
Albertina Walker has lifted the hearts every-
where.

I reminded Albertina that my middle
name was Walker. [Laughter] She now calls
me ‘‘Cousin.’’ [Laughter] She reminded—
her brother’s name is George Walker.
[Laughter] I call him ‘‘W.’’ [Laughter]

But if you give this woman a song of praise,
a song like ‘‘Lord, Keep Me Day By Day’’
or ‘‘He Keeps On Blessing Me’’ or ‘‘Yes, God
Is Real,’’ you’ll hear it like it was meant to
be sung. Not since her friend and mentor
Mahalia Jackson was last recorded has the
good news sounded so convincing and so
sweet. We’re honored you’re here, ‘‘Cousin.’’
[Laughter] Welcome to the White House.

In the history of Black music, some of the
finest moments have taken place right here
in this house. Among the first Black soloists
to perform in the White House was the
daughter of a slave; Sissieretta Jones sang
ballads for three Presidents, including
McKinley and Roosevelt. President Taft
hosted the violinist Joseph Douglass, who
was an ancestor of one of our guests today,
Frederick Douglass IV. Welcome. Good to
see you, sir.

The first Black choir to sing here was the
Jubilee Singers from Fisk University. That
happened over 120 years ago, during a time
when America wasn’t a very hospitable place
for a lot of Americans. After all, the kids
couldn’t find a hotel room in which to stay.
The next day they were welcomed here by
President Chester A. Arthur and touched
him deeply with their rendition of the old
spiritual ‘‘Safe in the Arms of Jesus.’’

The spiritual has always had that power
to move—to move many Americans. And
they always will. The people who first sang
them and taught them to their children knew
the worst of human cruelty and earthly injus-
tice. In their songs we hear the pain of sepa-
ration, the bitterness of oppression, the trou-
bles of the world. We also hear the courage
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